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 Dorfold Hall 

 Gaskell House 

 Floriade 

 C is for Carpet-bedding 

 Thomas Mawson in Cheshire 

Some future events:  

 Prizewinning Priestnall Allotments ð Thursday 23rd 

August 

 Viburnums at Gredington ð Saturday 22nd 

September 

 Liverpool Garden Festival Site ð Wednesday 17th 

October 
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The culmination of eleven months of hard work, the 

CGT garden at RHS Tatton certainly drew the 

attention of visitors.   

Comments such as òitõs my favouriteó, òit should have got 

goldó and òisnõt it peacefuló were as much ð if not more 

than ða reward as the Silver Medal awarded by the 

judges.   

More importantly, the garden did what it set out to do 

ð it publicised the work of the Caldwellõs Nurseries 

Project, not only to those attending the show, but also 

to a wider television and radio audience. 

We hope to bring a full report in the next issue of the 

newsletter, but just now, Team Tatton must be given 

time to recover. 
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The full story of the garden and the dozens of people who made its creation possible will be told at a later date.  

Here we restrict ourselves to a few comments and a plethora of photos. 

 

òI felt very proud to see the CGT Show Garden at RHS 

Tatton today. Congratulations to the Trust on achieving a 

silver medal & special congratulations to all those members 

who were practically involved in the project.ó  Kath Gee 

 
A view of the garden from inside King Canuteõs cloak 

òCongratulations on the Silver.  Best Wishes to you all.ó  

Margaret Evans 

 
Gordon Cookeõs water feature highlighted by late afternoon sun 

òI watched the coverage which I thought was excellent.  

What good publicity for the Trust!  Well done to all 

involved. Thought the garden looked great.ó  Chris Talbot 

 
King Canute, close-up ð above and right 

 
 

òPlease emphasise the incredible team work that went into 

it all, at the top obviously the gang of 4 ð Jacquetta, 

Christine, Ruth, Tina ð who must have spent their life 

there, but then all the other 83 man/woman days to get it 

built, with contributions from CGT volunteers, Arley 

volunteers (who did an awful lot of the planting, especially 

Vera, Gwyneth and Fran) and those lovely contractors. 

Then the garden itself and all the lovely things said about it 

by judges, media and other people, and of course the 

punters.  I was on on Thursday morning following the TV 

coverage and people were just lovely - they loved the 

design, King Canute, the planting, the colours, the textures, 

the path/ seat/ Gordon Cooke's bowl. 

I was there on press day when we had visitors from 

Caldwell family and staff, as well as Lord and Lady Egerton 

(Tatton living history) - they all thoroughly enjoyed it and 

had many a tale to tell.ó  Sue Eldridge 

 

òI thought the challenge was brilliantly executed by 

everyone involved!ó Vera Hitchen 
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Preparation 
Members were involved with sowing, potting on and caring for plants.  More energetic were the sessions at 

Arley cleaning cobbles. 

  

Euan passes cobbles from the top of the pile to Stephen. The filled tub-trug is passed to others to clean off the dirt 

  

Above left: With the show only weeks away, hysteria seems a sensible response. 

Above right: Preparing to film a Caldwell ledger for the BBCõs òback-storyó 

 

Build-up 
Although there was a great deal of rain, the sun shone part of the time  

 
Above: Freyda determined not to let the wheelbarrow win 

 
Above: Ruth contemplates the next move 


